A COMMITIEE IS FORMED AT THE MAY 1912 ST. LOUIS CALCUS- 115
R @F T[H‘iE PURPOSE: DESIGN AN AMERICAN LEGION EMBLEM OR BUTTON OF
WINENAMELED METAL." THE COMMITIEE PLANS TO OFFER CcASH PRIZES

| OF $50, $25, $15 AND $10 “IN ORDER OF MERIT' FOR THE TOF
H SLUBMISSIONS.

e e IN JUNE 1919, AS THE AMERICAN LEGION IS ROARING TO LIFE ACROSS THE

o GARY MARTIN LAND, FOLNDING SECRETARY ERIC FISHER WOOD DESIGNS A TEMPORARY

coLor: MARCUS ESKOW EMBLEM LNTIL THE CONTEST CAN BE COMPLETED. IT INCLUDES A $TAR, A
LALREL WREATH AND THE INITIALS U.6.

SUBMISSIONS DON'T STACK UP TO FISHER WOOP'S DESIGN. AT THE FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION IN MINNEAFOLIS,
THE FOLNDER'S DESIGN IS MADE PERMANENT. ON DEC. 9/ 1919, HIS EMBLEM DESIGN IS PATENTED AND TURNED
OVER TO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS-

THE MEANING OF THE EMBLEM'S PARTS WERE SUMMARIZED IN THE 1921 AMERICAN LEGION MANUAL OF CEREMONIES.

VTHERE SHINES THE EMBLEM OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. IT IS YOUR BADGE OF DISTINCTION AND HONOR. IT STANDS
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY AND THE HIGHEST RIGHTS OF MAN.!

EACH PART OF THE EMBLEM HAS A MEANING-
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THE RAYE X JH SIN STt THE WREATH HONORS THOSE

FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE/ THE STAR: THE VICTORY SYMBAL

EREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY: LOYALTY g:gvggi;ifﬁs‘égf .:\:;JIGHT OF WORLD WAR I, STANDS FOR
D PO ST 1O T DATNESS 3 g HONOR, GLORY AND CONSTANCY.

OF EVIL.

THE WORDS "AMERICAN LEGION”
TWO LARGE RINGS REPRESENT TWO SMALL RINGS PLACED TIE THE PARTS TOGETHER "FOR
REHABILITATION FOR SICK AND OVER THE STAR STAND FOR TRUTH, REMEMBRANCE, CONSTANCY,
DISABLED VETERANS (OUTER) AND LOYALTY, AMERICANISM AND HONOR, SERVICE, REHABILITATION,
WELFARE OF CHILPREN (INNER). SERVICE. CHILD WELFARE, LOYALTY AND

AMERICANISM."
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